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We have a lot to look forward to in 2021. A new vaccine will rapidly put COVID-19 behind us and many new 
climate change initiatives may soon get us back on the road to economic recovery. 


The first step will be out with the old toxic gas-fuelled energy and in with the new clean, non-emitting energy 
sources, as Ottawa will be introducing and expanding a hydrogen plan and a strategy for small nuclear 
reactors by the end of 2021. 


This will see the oil industry shifting to cleaner renewable energy such as hydroelectric, wind, and low-emitting 
natural gas and a tougher carbon tax. However, Jonathan Wilkinson's plan to increase the carbon price by $15 
per tonne a year needs to start in 2021, not 2023, in order to reach our climate change targets. His plan will 
only get us to 60 per cent of net zero by 2050, not all the way. If, as he says, "Canada and the world have now 
passed the tipping point on climate action," then not unlike COVID-19, we need to act now, not later before 
global warming is out of control. 


Finding a way to eliminate and capture more than 24 million tonnes of Canada's greenhouse gas emissions 
annually for the next three decades will require the same effort and investment as COVID-19 to stop global 
warming. Planting trees will not absorb enough carbon fuel emissions from our atmosphere and could actually 
increase global warming when wildfires spread to the new trees planted. 


Just like with COVID-19, we all need to be on the same page when it comes to fighting climate change in 
order for these new policies to work. But that's not currently the case. 


| recently discovered that the Plug'n Drive program that offers $1,000 to buyers of used electrical vehicles may 
soon be cancelled due to lack of funding. This program helped get hundreds of EVs on the road because of 
the $1,000 rebate, but now more buyers qualify for the $1,000 rebate than Plug'n Drive has funding for 
because it is solely supported by The M.H. Brigham Foundation. Therefore, the federal and provincial 
governments need to step up and support it. 


If you believe the Plug'n Drive $1,000 rebate program will encourage more people to buy used electric 
vehicles, please send an email to Dave Smith at dsmith1111@gmail.com, Maryam Monsef at 
maryammonsef@parl.gc.ca and Minister Jonathan Wilkson at jonathan.wilkinson@parl.gc.ca and ask them to 
provide funding for this program. We need as many electric vehicles on the road as possible to help reach our 
goal of 45 per cent reduction in carbon fuel emissions by 2030 to help keep global warming to 1.5C. It will take 
ALL of us to get there. 


The next time you are out walking, imagine imperceptible harmful carbon fuel emissions in every breath of air 
you take when a car passes by; so, just like the airborne coronavirus, you must cover your mouth to avoid 
breathing in potentially deadly fumes that can cause respiratory diseases, cancer, COPD and asthma. 
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If we keep buying gas-fuelled vehicles we will soon have to wear masks to help filter out the harmful fumes we 
ingest just like the people in Shanghai and Deli have been wearing for the past five years. 


Our immune system can only take so much cumulative poison in our air and food. That's why one in two 
Canadians will get some form of cancer in their lifetime. 


So if we start thinking in terms of our health and not just global warming, we will all take action now and 
demand that our governments transition away from gas-fuelled vehicles in 2021. 


Dr. Naveed Mohammad, CEO of the William Oslef Health System that operates hospitals in Peel Region, 
recently said, "Until the people of this province realize what each trip out of their homes risks for themselves 
and their loved ones, we won't get through this (COVID-19)." The same analogy goes for people who drive 
gas-fuelled cars to buy unessential items. Imagine that gas-fuelled vehicles are chemical weapons that spew 
cumulative poison into our air that we may never be able to get rid of in our lifetime because it stays in the 
atmosphere. 


What will it take before we all start demanding that our governments stop producing gas-fuelled vehicles and 
replace them with affordable electric or hydrogen fuel cell vehicles in 2021? This should have been done in 
2018 when the IPCC report declared a global warming emergency caused by carbon fuel emissions. Now we 
are behind the eight-ball, and unlike COVID-19, climate change cannot be eradicated with a vaccine. 


Tricia Clarkson is co-chair of Peterborough Alliance on Climate Action, a freelance writer, journalist and 
columnist who has published articles in the Ottawa Journal, Okanagan Sun, Vernon Daily News, 

Peterborough Examiner, Peterborough This Week, Greenzine Magazine and Running Room Magazine as well 
as researched and wrote The Feasibility Study for the Peterborough Sport and Wellness Centre. 
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